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Rector’s Reflections 

 Happy New Year! It is hard to believe that we are in the year 2018. So many 
things have happened since the start of the new millennium. I hope it has been a good period 
of years for you and your family. I know that the changes since the threat of Y2K have been 
tremendous for me due to the changes in my life plus the simple fact of getting a little older, 
but not much wiser. 
     January is a month that should focus on new beginnings. We all make New Year’s 
resolutions and then we break them before the month is half over. However, we need to 
promise to be people who will pray everyday for the gift of peace. Our world is in a desperate 
situation with the threat of terrorism, the threat of nuclear war with North Korea, and the rise 
of violence in all major cities of the world. We need the prayers of good people combined with 
efforts to create a kinder and more gentle world in order to combat the ill will and hard-
hearted attitudes of so many in our world today. Christ needs your help. Too many people 
think that they cannot make a difference in this world, but you can change things and change 
them for the better. Our relationships and interactions with others make all the difference in 
our families and our communities in ways that we will never know. 
     People want to feel loved and included. We need to bring them and make them feel 
welcome in our church and loved in our community. That is why acts of charity are so 
important. When we help feed one hungry person or give so that one child has clothes to wear 
we impact the world around us in a multitude of ways. It is like throwing a rock in a pond, the 
waves will reach the other shore. Jesus gives us hope and that is the cure for desperation and 
despair. I want all of us to make the resolution this new year that we will be active Christians 
determined to love people and to help them find reconciliation in their lives. Bishop Mike likes 

The Episcopal Church 

   Your talent is God’s gift to 
you. What you do with it is 
your gift back to God. 

 
 
 
 

 

"The Son of God has 
come” 

1 John 5:20 

 

St. Mark’s Pledge Drive 
   It’s not too late to pledge for 
2018 in support of the work of 
God in this place. Please 
make your pledge today. 

Continued on page 4 
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Phillips Brooks 
Bishop and Preacher, January 23 

Upcoming dates to remember 

January 9 (Tuesday) – Game night. Join us for an 
evening of fun and fellowship. 

January 14 (Sunday) – Our annual meeting of the 
parish will take place on the 14, not on the 7th as 
previously stated. We will hear about the finances, 
business matters, and outreach efforts of the parish. 

January 14 (Sunday) – Our monthly breakfast will be 
on held immediately before the parish meeting. 

January 19 (Friday) – St. Mark’s volunteers prepare and 
serve a meal at the Starting Points Community Kitchen. 
This volunteer opportunity begins at 3:30 and finishes 
at 5:30 p.m. Contact Arlene Verge for more 
information. 

January 30 (Tuesday) – Chili Cook Off 

 

   Bishop Brooks was born in 1835 and died in 1893. The church 
remembers him on the anniversary of his death, January 23.  
   Brooks wrote that his only ambition was "to be a parish 
priest”. In 1859 he graduated from Virginia Theological 
Seminary and was ordained deacon by Bishop William Meade 
of Virginia. In 1860 he was ordained priest and in 1891 he was 
consecrated Bishop of Massachusetts. 
   He is well known for his sermons, but most particularly 
remembered as lyricist of the Christmas hymn, "O Little Town 
of Bethlehem". 
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       Getting to know you 

   

   Tony (Anth to his loving wife Arlene) likes to 
sleep. He even says it’s what he likes to do 
best, but it doesn’t take long to realize that 
what Tony really enjoys is helping people. His 
helpful ways and infectious smile are two of 
his most endearing characteristics. 
    Tony grew up outside Fairmont, West 
Virginia in the small mining community of 
Grant Town. His father grew up in the mines, 
starting work in them at the age of thirteen. 
From an early age Tony knew his father 
would never allow him to be a miner and that 
he would need to look elsewhere for his 
livelihood. So after high school it was off to 
college. 
    He earned his under-graduate degree in 
education from Fairmont State College. A 
master’s degree in secondary education from 
West Virginia University followed. 
    Tony taught for five years before moving to 
secondary education administration. Over the 
course of twenty-five years he served as vice-
principal at four different secondary schools 
all within the same district. For a time he set 
his sights on becoming a principal, but found 
the vice-principal role to be more appealing.  
In that capacity he worked closely with 
students and was not burdened with the ever-
increasing politics within the school system. 
    After both he and Arlene retired they made 
their home in Berkeley Springs. Tony has 
always enjoyed the welcoming community 
they found so many years ago and are happy 
to be a part of it today. Early in their time here 

they planned to visit Episcopal Churches in 
the area and started with St. Mark’s. Their 
first visit was such a positive experience that 
they just had to try it again the next week, 
and the next, and the next. Well, you get the 
idea, St. Mark’s quickly became home. 
    Tony has served in many capacities at St. 
Mark’s. Formal service has included vestry 
membership, clergy search committee, junior 
warden, Worship leader, chalice bearer, and 
delegate to diocesan convention. Tony’s 
informal service is endless. He developed the 
mowing schedule and is fondly described as 
the junior warden’s assistant. He has given 
countless rides, spent many hours doing 
whatever is needed at church throughout the 
week, is a devoted backpack program and 
community meal volunteer, and has 
encouraged more people than he could ever 
remember.  
    It’s no wonder Tony laughingly says his 
favorite thing to do is sleep. He’s a very busy 
guy. Busy in service to all of us, the larger 
community, and above all in service to God. 
We give thanks for Tony, his sunny smile, his 
gracious ways, and his devotion to Christ.  

Tony Verge 

Surrender 
      Jesus learned to pray for the grace to see 
this present world as it is, rather than as he 
might have it be. And he in turn invites 
disciples to pray with him in the same way—
and to trust that God is making all things 
right as he and they surrender to God’s 
gracious will and vision. 

-Br. Jonathan Maury 
Society of Saint John the Evangelist  
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Vestry Update –December meeting 
    Arlene Verge, Beth Curtin, Judy McBee, Melinda Golden, Linda Lockhart, Father Brian, and 
Sandy Buzzerd were present at the meeting. 

Updates on old business: 
• The annual parish meeting date was changed to January 14th.  Breakfast will be served. 
• The undercroft kitchen sink is leaking again and the plumber has been called to make 

needed repairs. 
• The chart Father Brian made showing the progress of the stained glass renovation 

donations was discussed and it was decided that it should be completed and put up in the 
church before next Sunday. 

New actions: 
• Preparations have begun for the upcoming annual meeting of the parish. 
• New vestry members will be sought as needed. 
• Preparations have been completed for Christmas Eve services. 
• Application was received for grant money for mission work. It was decided that Arlene 

would look into completing the form and submitting it. 
Announcements and general information: 
• Contributions made by AA are up for the year.    
 

to quote a simple but profound statement, “I love you and there is not one thing that you can 
do about it”. Love and compassion, especially the kind found in the love of Jesus, is what our 
world is starving for even if it does not realize it.  

        God Bless!    Fr. Brian 
 

Rector’s Reflections – continued  

A note of thanks  
     My thanks to everyone for their condolences, cards and 
expressions of care and concern when my daughter, Roberta, 
died. The thoughts and prayers of everyone are so very 
helpful and much appreciated.  

Shirley Hallam 


