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Rector’s Reflections 

 Happy Easter! 
     This is the main day that we celebrate in the entire Christian calendar; it is the day that 
changes things forever. Our life and the life of the world would never be the same again. On 
Easter Sunday we see that the power of love, the love of our God, overcomes all things even 
death and the grave. This is the central hope of all Christians and why we can stand beside the 
grave of someone so loved and say, “roll away the stone, and see the power of God!” 
     However, Christ’s victory did not come without cost. Jesus paid a terrible price for His 
victory over sin. Denial, betrayal, scourging, and crucifixion, all to pay the price for something 
that He never did. He was the ultimate scapegoat. The brave fact is that Jesus knew all that was 
coming and never backed away from paying the price. Do not dismiss how daunting this price 
truly was. Jesus’ agony in the garden was real; He really did pray that if it was possible to let 
this pass away from Him. However, he showed His courage and faith when he announced to 
the world and to Himself, “Thy will be done.” 
     We need to rejoice in the beauty and hope of Easter in every aspect of our lives. We need to 
be strong in the face of adversity, our own trials, and tribulations. We all have to go through 
Good Friday in order to arrive at Easter Sunday. All Christians know that we might not like the 
journey but we will love the final destination. All glory to God and the blessings of Easter 
Sunday! 
        God Bless!    Fr. Brian 

The Episcopal Church 
  The 79th convention of the 
Episcopal Church will take 
place in Austin, Texas from July 
5 through 13 this year. 

 

 
 
 
 

"We either make ourselves 
miserable, or we make 

ourselves strong.  
The amount of work is the 

same.” 
Carlos Castenada 

St. Mark’s  
    Our next rummage sale is 
scheduled for May 4 and 5. 
Drop off donation items 
downstairs on Friday mornings 
throughout April. 
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Heartfelt thanks from Joan Rypkema 

Upcoming dates to remember 

April 1 (Sunday) – Easter 

April 5, 12, 19, 26 (Thursday) – Backpack Program volunteers 
pack food at the Board of Education building from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Contact: Susan Caperton. 

April 7 (Saturday) – Memorial service for Janet Wernsdorfer 
at 11:00 a.m. 

April 8 (Sunday) – Bishop visitation and reception 

April 20 (Friday) –St. Mark’s volunteers prepare and serve a 
hot meal at Starting Points community kitchen. Volunteers 
are always welcome and needed. Contact: Arlene Verge. 

April 22 (Sunday) – Laura Smith’s birthday!  

April 24 (Tuesday) – Patti Murphy’s birthday!  

Friday mornings in April: drop off items in the church 
basement for the May 4 and 5 church rummage sale. 

 

    Joan expresses her most sincere thanks and appreciation for 
the assistance and love given to her by her St. Mark’s family. She 
is humbled and uplifted by our ongoing care. Joan has been 
unable to join us in body for a very long time due to physical 
limitations, but remains with us in spirit always. 
    Last week Joan moved to Hancock. Her new address is 120 
West Main Street, Hancock, Maryland 21750. Her new phone 
number is 301-678-6145 and her email remains the same: 
rypkema32@aol.com. 
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    Ruth was raised in Pennsylvania just out 
side of Hancock, Maryland. She began her 
education in a Pennsylvania, one-room 
schoolhouse and from there went to high 
school in Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania. Ruth 
graduated from high school in the late 1950 
and the one-room schoolhouse suggests the 
rural surroundings of her youth. 
   For the next forty-two years her efforts were 
devoted to being an office worker at 
Pennsylvania Glass Sand Corporation, later to 
become U.S. Silica, in Berkeley Springs. She 
started with the simple tasks expected by a 
young woman fresh out of high school and as 
the years progressed her responsibilities 
increased. 
   Ruth and her sister Jane attended St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church with their Aunt 
Bessie, who made the communion wine for a 
time. 
   It was while working that Ruth met John 
Dave Johnson and in 1966 they were married 
at St. Thomas. Dave was a member of St. 
Mark’s and it was after their marriage that 
Ruth joined him there. The increased 
activities, shops, and history of Berkeley 
Springs were exciting and Ruth found that 
she enjoyed her new home. 
   Early in their marriage they built a house a 
few miles out of town on land purchased from 
a farmer. There was nothing around them 
and they enjoyed the peace of the 
countryside. The area has grown 
tremendously and the hunters that once 

controlled the surrounding deer population 
have moved on to less populated areas. 
   Ruth ended her career with considerably 
more responsibility than those of a young 
woman fresh out of high school; she was the 
executive assistant to the president of U.S. 
Silica, a very large company, when she 
retired. 
   She enjoys attending to her flowers, 
although her ongoing battles with the 
increasing deer population have lessened the 
attraction. Quilting, on the other hand, has 
increased in importance to Ruth’s day-to-day 
activities. The quilted wall hangings in her 
home change with the season and fortunate 
family members have been recipients of her 
work. 
   Dave was taken from Ruth in 2004 when he 
died of lung cancer, but her stepson, 2 
grandchildren, and now 2 great-
grandchildren enrich and bring joy to her 
life.  
   Don’t be fooled by Ruth’s quiet manner, it 
is clear that she is very capable, can be 
depended on, and is a faithful worker. Her 
career, membership in the St. Mark’s altar 
guild since the early 70’s, and her dedication 
to the Thrift Shop attest to this.  
   We are grateful for Ruth and all that she is 
and all that she does as a part of our family. 
 

   Ruth’s death on March 11 
is a loss for all of us. The 
following story appeared 
here in October 2016. May 
Ruth rest in peace and rise 
in glory. 

Listen 
    If we listen with the ears of our hearts we 
can find Jesus, in the midst of those gathered 
in his name, giving us words of 
encouragement. 

- Br. David Allen 
Society of Saint John the Evangelist 

Ruth Johnson 
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There is no vestry report because the vestry didn’t meet in March. 

May 4 and 5 Rummage Sale 

    From 8:00 a.m. through 3:00 p.m. on Friday, May 4 and Saturday, May 5 we are 
holding a rummage sale. Lunch of soup, sandwich, and dessert will also be available 
to take out or eat in. 
    Advance soup orders to be picked up on either day of the sale may be made by 
contacting Judy McBee. 
    Bring donated items to the church basement on Friday mornings throughout April. 
We are welcome to price our own items and to help price other items on Friday 
mornings throughout the month between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. 
    Contact Margaret Place for more information. 

 

 

Needed: Peanut Butter 

   The Starting Points Backpack Program provides 
weekend food to about 300 Morgan County students 
each week. These students have been identified as being 
at risk of hunger. 
    The program currently needs donations of peanut 
butter. Bring medium size jars of peanut butter to St. 
Mark’s.  
    Contact Susan Caperton for more information.  

 


