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Rector’s Reflections 

 Imagination is a very good thing. Modern kids are full of imagination even 
though we often criticize them for not also being full of motivation. Many of us have lamented 
that most kids would prefer playing a video game to going outside to play. They are seen as being 
too cerebral when they need to be more physical. Who knew that in the modern world soldiers 
would drive a tank using a game controller and that many air vehicles would be drones flown 
from a controller from around the world? The millennial kid who grew up on computers is far 
ahead in the modern world than dinosaurs like me who don’t like using them any more than I 
have to. 
     People with imagination have dominated the modern world. When I was a kid the greatest 
innovation was NASA and the moon missions. Only the government could muster the resources 
and the talents required to place an astronaut on the moon. Who could have believed that 
private companies could initiate space exploration at a fraction of the cost of what the 
government spent and in quick repetition times that NASA was never able to meet? Space-X 
continually launches rockets that carry satellites into orbit and then reuses the same rockets 
again and again. People laughed at Elon Musk for his dream but he made it happen. Who could 
imagine the reality except an entrepreneur and innovator like him? Tim Cook at Apple said that 
one day our phone would be our primary device and today it has replaced our landline, our 
cameras, and our camcorders. Our watches will soon become a major part of our health routine 
monitoring not just our fitness but also our blood pressure, heart gas, blood sugars, and so on. 
The day of Dick Tracy and the radio watch have already arrived. 
     The threat of imagination is that it needs moral standards and principles to guide it along right 
paths. Just because we can dream and do something does not mean that we should do it. I often 
worry what kind of mutations currently live, hidden from the public, in genetic labs that search 
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Undercroft work coming to completion 
By Arlene Verge 

Upcoming dates to remember 

October 9 – Happy birthday Lisa McBee!  

October 11 – Happy birthday Melinda Golden!  

October 18 – Happy birthday Kim Kelly!  

October 19 (Friday) – St. Mark’s volunteers at Starting Points 
Community Kitchen, contact: Arlene Verge 

October 19 & 20 – Diocese of West Virginia conference in 
Flatwoods  

October 19 – Happy birthday Cindy Stull!  

    We hope to have the undercroft restoration completed by the first of October after several 
setbacks that were out of our control. The floors in the back rooms were finally replaced on 
Monday the 17th (the distributor sent the wrong flooring and the installation was delayed). All 
doors have been replaced after the second flood. Lower cabinets in the kitchen have been 
replaced with the exception of one cabinet. The last cabinet was expected in late September and 
then all the cabinets can be secured and the counter mounted. Carpeting on the inside steps to 
the undercroft has been removed. The steps have been painted and stair treads will be installed 
for safety. We have also installed brighter lighting by the stairway.  
    The bathrooms are now equipped with higher toilets and grab bars will be installed along with 
new vanities. The hand-washing sink in the kitchen will now have storage space underneath.  
    Our outside entrance to the undercroft has been painted. A second railing will be added and 
the steel plate at the threshold will be replaced with decking and grates. Some touchup painting 
and final cleaning should make our October coffee hours especially enjoyable. Kudos and thanks 
to our contractor, Scott Miller, and also to Tony Verge for his dedication to this project as well as 
the stained glass restoration.  

Additional thanks 
    Arlene most definitely deserves our thanks for her 
dedicated work as senior warden throughout this time of 
restoration and repair.  Her unflappable, composed, and 
exacting manner has made her efforts on behalf of the 
church extraordinary. Thank you Arlene! 
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    Being back in her hometown is a good 
opportunity for Becky. She loves that she can 
walk anywhere she needs to go and 
reconnecting with friends is great.  
    Becky was born in Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania and raised in Hancock. After 
graduating high school and a year of study at 
Towson State College she headed to 
Hagerstown and graduated from Hagerstown 
Business College. Her area of study was court 
and conference reporting. 
    She moved to Falls Church, Virginia and 
worked as a free-lance court reporter in the 
Washington, DC metropolitan area. The 
work was interesting and often sad, especially 
in cases including child welfare. The varied 
nature of her work and the chance to travel 
around the metro area were enticing. Only a 
year and a half after moving to Falls Church 
she was married. 
    Her married life took her to Shepherdstown 
where she lived for 37 years. Court reporting 
had proved to include long, long hours and 
Becky decided a less time consuming job was 
needed. She became a legal secretary, but 
with the birth of her daughter, Michelle, that 
work came to an end. After 17 months of being 
a stay-at-home mom she went to work as a 
secretary at Shepherd University for the next 
5 years. 
    Becky went to work for the IRS in 1988 and 
retired in 2017. The last few years with the IRS 
allowed her to work from home and what a 
blessing that was. In 2016 she moved back to 
Hancock to help care for her aging parents 

and continued working for the IRS for about 
a year. Retirement came at a good time as 
both her parents made frequent trips to the 
hospital. Her mother’s sense of humor is one 
of her fondest memories and she speaks with 
great love of the stoic peacefulness of her 
father. She describes him as a mild 
mannered rock. 
    Becky was raised in the Episcopal Church 
and sang in the Trinity Episcopal choir in 
Shepherdstown for 30 years. The only thing 
she would change about St. Mark’s? A later 
time for the service would be nice. Becky is 
not a morning person! 
    Don’t bother her from 7:00 to 8:00 pm each 
day, that hour is reserved for Wheel of 
Fortune and Jeopardy. It might surprise you 
to know that Becky once donned her 
mother’s Phyllis Diller get-up, wig and all, 
and sang in her very best Diller-style at an 
open mic night. It’s confirmed; the apple 
doesn’t fall far from the tree. 
    Becky loves being retired and the freedom 
it allows. Her joyful smile and happy way is a 
great blessing to all who know her. We are 
grateful for all she brings to our congregation 
as we Worship, laugh, and enjoy being 
together.  

 

Becky Strock 

Getting to know 
you 

Holy Cross 
   The weaker you are, the more powerless 
you feel, the more you will be able to 
understand this. You have nothing more to 
lose. Live your life inside of Christ who lives 
inside of you. He will embody you and 
enable you. This is Jesus’ way, the way of the 
cross. 

-Br. Curtis Almquist 
Society of Saint John the Evangelist  
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 Vestry Update – September vestry meeting 
 Arlene Verge, Beth Curtin, Melinda Golden, Linda Lockhart, Judy McBee, Swanee Shedd, 
Cindy Stull, and Father Brian Shoda were present. 

Updates on old business: 
• Work continues on the undercroft after the second flood. Fortunately cabinets and 

appliances had not been delivered when the second flood occurred.  
• Our insurance company paid $24,000 for the initial repairs. A claim for the second flood has 

not been made. 
• Damage from the second flood required replacement of four doors and cleaning and 

replacing portions of drywall. 
 

• Work to refurbish the stained glass windows is almost finished. 
New actions: 
• A “smart room air conditioner” will be purchased and installed in the undercroft to replace 

the current air conditioner. 

• An automatic shut-off valve was installed in the sewer line leading to the undercroft. This 
action is expected to prevent further flooding from the sewer line. 

• Beth Curtin, on behalf of the vestry, is working on acquiring a plaque to acknowledge 
donors to the stained glass project. Further discussion will take place at the next vestry 
meeting.  

Announcements and general information: 
• Tony Verge has worked closely with contractors overseeing the window and undercroft 

projects.    
• A special Sunday service to celebrate our new windows and undercroft was discussed with 

December 2 as a possible date.  

for new medicines and huge new profits. What kind of miserable new creatures have been 
cloned in the interest of science? October is the month for Halloween and we may have real 
monsters living in labs right next door to us. Sadly, most modern innovators do not have the 
ability to imagine the reality of God and the need for the spirit of Christ to be in their hearts. It is 
well known that if you are a self-professed Christian in Silicone Valley your chances for 
employment are extremely slim. As for me, I cannot imagine what our world would look like if 
we don’t have Christ as our focal point and our hope for the future. Who knows what tomorrow 
might bring? We continue to make many advances and there is brightness in what we can see 
ahead of us. I just hope that it is tempered by love and respect for the value of life and family.                                                      

        God Bless!    Fr. Brian 

Rector’s Reflections – continued  


