
Mark 8:27-38 
Pentecost 16 
St Mark – September 12, 2021 
Michelle Cox 
 

Hope 

Today’s gospel story is about hope. It begins with the hope of recognition. Jesus 
asks, “Who do you say I am?” Then the hope of support, Jesus demands Peter’s 
support and rejects his interference and finally ends with our hope that rests in the 
power of The Christ. 

Jesus’ ministry is turning, turning toward Jerusalem and the suffering that is ahead. 
Turning toward Jerusalem and the Glory that is to be his, the triumph that assures 
our hope. 

We hear Jesus speak of his coming torture and death after being rejected by the 
elders, chief priests, and scribes. Together these three groups make up the 
Sanhedrin, the ruling body for the Jewish people. 

The disciples (and we are included in that group) also hear Jesus speak plainly and 
this is new.  

Quite a change from much of his teaching that has come to them in parables and 
stories, parables and stories that were often difficult for them to understand, just as 
they can be difficult for us today.  

We hear Jesus speak of being raised from the grave after three days. We hear that 
clearly in this reading. 

Somehow Peter seems to miss that part of what Jesus is telling them. Peter who 
only a moment before declared Jesus to be the Messiah. Mark doesn’t tell us what 
Peter said in his rebuke of Jesus, but Matthew does, Matthew tells us, “and Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord. This must 
never happen to you.”  



Both Gospels record Jesus’ harsh retort, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 

This isn’t the first time we’ve heard Jesus admonish his followers to keep their 
focus on things of God instead of concerns of man. This certainly isn’t the first time 
Peter has heard it. Peter isn’t embracing the heart of what Jesus is teaching. 

All the disciples were undoubtedly troubled to hear what Jesus was telling 
them about the horror that was to come. Maybe it was their extreme distress 
that made it impossible for them to look past the horror his words described to 
the ‘divine’ in what he said next. 

“and after three days (the Son of Man will) rise again” 

This, this rising, this is the ‘divine’ Jesus is talking about. Not only brought 
back to life after being dead, but conquering death, resurrecting, rising to life 
eternal in glory. 

The “three days” that Jesus speaks to begs a question, what went on in those 
three days? Did he simply rest? Surely he had earned that. Did he join with his 
Father and the Holy Spirit, once again uniting the three-in-one into one being? 
Was he simply dormant, doing nothing at all?  

I don’t think any human can know for sure, but there a many who state exactly 
what he was doing during those three days. As you might guess, these very 
confident humans do not necessarily agree. 

The theory that I’m most drawn to made its way into the Apostles’ Creed as it 
was refined over several centuries. This theology has also made its way into 
the Episcopal Church’s understanding of the scriptures. 

The Apostles’ Creed was not written by the Apostles, but was meant to affirm 
the Apostles’ teaching. It is thought that it started taking form in the second 
century after the birth of Jesus.  



That creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” before he rose again and 
ascended into Heaven. For a moment, lets accept that in fact our Savior…      
was in Hell after his murder and before his resurrection. It’s reasonable to 
believe that there too he would have come to save, that when he descended 
into Hell he descended as The Savior.  

I believe that Jesus has been and is everywhere, offering his saving Grace to 
every soul, always. 

Whenever I mourn the death of someone I have labeled an “unbeliever” I’m 
reminded once again that Jesus is everywhere, offering his saving Grace to 
every soul, always. I also remember that God alone knows the heart of each of 
us.   

Salvation of those I love, of those I find difficult to love, their salvation is not 
something of which I’m to offer an opinion, let alone judge. Salvation is the 
work of Jesus and I am called, we are all called to be helpers along the way. 
Important and much needed, but helpers all the same.  

The insurmountable power of our Lord is not to be questioned. We are to 
leave the work of God to God. 

This line of reasoning brings me great comfort. Death is not the end, for 
anyone.  

It seems that Peter was setting his mind on human things as he focused on the 
suffering, rejection, and murder of the Messiah.  He hadn’t yet understood the 
power of the Messiah, a greater power than he had ever thought possible. Even 
with all he had witnessed, even after all the time he had spent with Jesus his 
hope was still confined to the life he knew, constrained by human limitations. 

He hadn’t yet accepted the divinity of the human Jesus. 

I have the urge to jump back in time, to jump into this story and take Peter 
aside before he makes the blunder of ignoring the most hopeful part of what 
Jesus has just told them. I want to tell Peter to listen, to listen to what Jesus 



said! He will defeat death, defeat his own death and as amazing as it is, Jesus 
will defeat death for all who accept his most precious gift.  

Death is not the end. Hope, hope lies in the power of Jesus. The sustaining love 
of God knows no limits. When Jesus tells his disciples, 

“Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

He is telling us what we have been told many, many times. What we do will be 
done to us. Don’t ask for what we are not willing to give. 

In Jesus’ words, “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses.” 

The power of God, the loving power that brings us hope is more than enough 
to bring us to the defense of Jesus. We are called to defend our Lord with 
confidence and love. Jesus, the Christ, will come again, in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels. 

There are endless reasons to show honor and respect to our Lord, to defend 
our God with the worshiping love of a child. There are endless ways to show 
this honor and respect. Loving our neighbor, loving ourselves, loving our 
enemies. Reaching out with love to those in need. Not only with our resources, 
but with our time, with our energy, with every kindness we have ever wanted 
for ourselves. Our actions just might be the answer to someone else’s prayer. 

Our hope rests on the power of our Lord, the power that is so much greater 
than anything we can even imagine. 


