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Peter’s Redemption 
The telling of this appearance of Jesus after his resurrection begins in a 
curious way. Last week’s gospel reading ended with,  

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name.”  

Today we pick up right where we left off, but now the disciples are at the Sea 
of Tiberias, also known as the Sea of Galilee, more than 100 miles from 
where they were in last week’s reading. Up until this point they have all 
been in or around Jerusalem. There is no mention of why any of them, Jesus 
included, are now more than 100 miles from Jerusalem. 

It seems that when the writer of this gospel said, 
“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book.”  

he was referring to things that were done between last week’s and this 
week’s readings. 

The disciples present are named in today’s reading, quite specifically, and 
there are only seven of them. Again there is no mention of why only 7 of the 
12 are present.  

We are told that Peter, “put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped 
into the sea.” That seems strange, putting on clothes before jumping into the 
water. This oddity seems to be a problem with translation. Apparently the 
Greek word used here means naked or lightly clothed as a man would have 
dressed for physical work or athletics. It is thought that Peter probably 
tucked a shirt often worn by fisherman of the time in his belt before he 
jumped into the water.  

Next we read that those who knew him best didn’t recognize him. Like Mary 
sitting outside his tomb they took some time to actually know who it was 
that was speaking to them. I’m intrigued by what change in his appearance 
might have taken place, but something certainly must have changed. 



We are told that they caught 153 large fish. Again, very specific information 
without further explanation. The 4th century Bible commentator, Jerome 
said that they caught one each of the 153 kinds of fish in the Sea of Galilee at 
that time. It is surmised then, that these fishermen whom Jesus called to fish 
for people are to fish for every kind of person on earth. The Christ’s offer of 
salvation is open to everyone and in Christ there is no distinction between 
people.  

John writes about this in his letter to the Galatians when he says, 
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus.” 

When we read,  
“Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 
same with the fish.” 

the Eucharist certainly comes to mind, but there is nothing said about 
blessing or breaking the bread. Beyond the Eucharist  this reference reminds 
us that Jesus cares for both our spiritual and our physical needs as he will 
call Peter to do in just a few verses. 

We are told that even with this very large catch of fish the net was not torn. 
Commentators take this verse to be reminding us that by the time this 
gospel was written, the church was growing very quickly and even with this 
growth from all corners of human existence the church did not break. This 
rapid expanse of the church with a great diversity of people did not tear the 
church apart. 

This is what Jesus intended and intends to continue today.  

When the writer of this gospel counts this appearance of Jesus as the third 
one after the resurrection you might remember that it is really the fourth 
time we are told of Jesus being seen alive after his death on the cross but, it is 
thought that the writer is excluding his appearance to Mary just outside his 
tomb. Curious indeed. 

And now we get to the first conversation we know of between Simon Peter 
and Jesus since Simon Peter three times denied knowing Jesus, not long 
before the tortuous struggle of Jesus to Golgotha and the crucifixion. The 
denial Jesus foretold.  

Jesus asks Peter if he loves him. He asks Peter three times. Three times, the 
same number of times Peter claimed he didn’t know Jesus. Each time Jesus 
asks Peter answers, “yes” and then Jesus tells him what to do.  



"Feed my lambs."  "Tend my sheep."  "Feed my sheep.” 
Next week is referred to as “Good Shepherd Sunday” and today we get a 
glimpse of why Jesus is called the “Good Shepherd” in the words that he 
uses in his command to Peter. 

Like Peter, we are called to care for the flock. To care more about our fellow 
Christians than we do about ourselves. To behave in loving, caring ways 
with one another. When a fellow Christian fails, makes a mistake, or in 
someway causes an offense we are to show love to one another and to 
resolve our differences quickly, not holding on to anger or hurt. 

We are reminded of Simon Peter’s offense when we hear Jesus ask him for 
the third time,  

“Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said 
to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, 
you know everything; you know that I love you." 

and Jesus did. 

Jesus knew that Peter loved him. He knew that calling Peter to lead the 
disciples into the whole world, risking and receiving condemnation and 
gruesome death, that calling Peter to lead would result in the body of Christ 
we know today. 

Next time we judge ourselves to be unworthy of the love and forgiveness of 
God I pray that each of us will remember the failure of Peter. That we will 
remember the confidence of Jesus in Peter. Peter, his friend and apostle, 
Peter who denied three times even knowing him when Jesus was in his 
darkest hours. Peter loved Jesus and picked himself up after his well-known 
failure and lived into the promise of Jesus’ resurrection. 

Shortly after this conversation with Peter, Jesus ascended into heaven and 
Peter went forth to do the work he had been given to do. 

May we too go forth. Striving that the same can be said of us when we meet 
God on our journey from death to life eternal. 

 


